
RULES GOVERNING COURTROOM CONDUCT
IN TRIALS BEFORE JUDGE VICKI MILES-LaGRANGE

1. Stand when you address the Court for any purpose, including making objections.  Address only
the Court – not the law clerk, courtroom deputy, court-reporter, or opposing counsel.

2. When the jury is present, do not leave counsel table for any reason.

3. When opposing counsel has the floor, conduct yourself in a professional manner.  Avoid actions
(talking audibly, passing notes, rummaging through papers) that are distracting to others.  Avoid
actions (nodding or shaking your head, making facial expressions) that may lead other to conclude
you have an opinion, whether favorable or adverse, to testimony being given.  Advise your client
and witnesses to also avoid such conduct.

4. Conduct your questioning of witnesses from the podium.  Do not leave the podium unless you have
been given permission by the Judge to approach the witness, chalkboard, etc., and return promptly
to the podium.

5. Do not make oral motions (e.g., motions for mistrial) in the presence of the jury.  Instead, you may
make such motions at the next recess without waiving any rights by the delay.

6. Do not run out of witnesses.  If there is more than a brief delay waiting on a witness, the court may
deem your client to have rested.

7. Civil Trials:

Counsel are hereby advised that they are responsible for furnishing the courtroom deputy
and the court reporter with a current list of witnesses and exhibits, the first day of trial,
prior to commencement of trial.  

Whenever, in counsel's opinion, a particular exhibit is admissible, it should be moved into
evidence.  The practice of holding all exhibits until the end of a session or the end of your
case and moving them all in is not favored.  To the extent parties have agreed upon the
admission of exhibits or the foundational requests for certain exhibits, such exhibits should
be moved into evidence on the record, prior to the commencement of the trial.

8. Civil and Criminal Trials:

Admitted exhibits will be taken into the courtroom deputy's custody until the end of the
trial.
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